
 

 

Mr. President, dear colleagues, 
 
Italy has got a great tunneling tradition and is one of the leading country for total length of motorway and 
railway tunnels and I am glad to say that in the last year Italy successfully skipped away from a difficult 
economical and political contingency that has regarded many European country, and moved on with an 
ambitious infrastructural program. 
 
We got great infrastructural program some in construction phase and many in an advanced design phase: 
new High Speed railway line (Milano Genova, Milano - Verona and in the south of Italy Napoli - Bari), 
motorway line, metro line works and projects in all our main city. 
 
Of course very important underground work are going on : 
in Milano Genova high speed railway line a 27km double tube tunnel has started with the excavation of 
lateral adit and main tunnels, in Brennero with the Austrian friends we are involved in the construction of the 
Brennero railway base tunnel 55 km in length; a lot of preliminary work have be done both sides (lateral 
tunnel adits, geognostic tunnel, logistic tunnel for muck disposal, big chamber for TBM assembling) and a big 
bid for all Italian side civil works  has been announced to be published in the next few weeks (1.4 billion 
euro). 
 
West side with the French friends we have completed the Frejus safety tunnel for the motorway and 
exploratory works are going on for the Mont Ambin 57 km long Tunnel for Turin-Lion railway line. 
 
After have successfully completed last year the Sparvo Tunnel (15,4m diameter EPB at that time the biggest 
EPB machine in the world) we have nearly finished the Caltanissetta motorway tunnel with a 15m EPB 
machine and we are ready to start Santa Lucia motorway Tunnel near Florence always driven by an EPB 
machine with diameter over 15m. 
 
Beside that we are very active in educational program: we have host the ITA CET foundation course on  
Conventional tunneling and ground improvement technique, last January in Turin with the active participation 
of ITA ex.co. Members. 
In Turin next January will start the 10th edition of the master course in Tunneling and tunnel boring Machines 
that has been organized by Polytechnic of Turin and in the first edition has been held as director of the 
course by professor Pelizza and in the last editions by professor PEILA. 
 
In this positive contest I am glad to be here today to announce the willingness of Italian tunneling society to 
host The WTC2019 in Naples. 
We will present our official candidature following the ITA rules within next January and next year in San 
Francisco, we do hope you may support us! 
 
Italy is a great country full of natural, artistic and historic beauty and the location we have chosen, Naples, is 
an historic city full of life and good humour, fully representative of the "Italian life style". 
 
Beside the Vesuvius volcano, the Roman city of Pompei, the Sorrento coast, the islands of the Gulf including 
Capri, the city of Naples have impressive examples of underground works either of ancient Greek and 
Roman period and either recently constructed and of course under construction:  there are incredible 
impressive examples of how important underground works can be built combining tunneling with Archeology 
Architecture and Art. 
 
All this will be part of the atmosphere of culture, technology and good living which will make the attendance 
at the Congress, profitable for mind but also joyfully for the spirit. 
 
For all this aspects I have just told you, we think Naples in Unique! 
 
Italian tunneling Association is glad to invite you at a wishfully toast in the venue just next to this after 
general assembly closing - you may find an invitation card together with the leaflet we made to present  
Naples candidature on your desk -  professor Pelizza ITA past President, professor Peila, ITA Vice President 
and myself, will be glad to show a short video and give you more information about Naples candidature to 
host WTC2019. 
 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 


